
 

 

JOIN US FOR A CONVERSATION WITH  

MATT LEIGHNINGER 
 

THURSDAY, FEB. 18 
5:30-7:30 PM 

KELLOGG READING ROOM 

“Public Participation can help protect our liberties, ensure justice and equality, and 

improve our quality of life. It is sometimes characterized as the interaction that makes 

democracy work—but it might be more accurate to say that public participation is the 

democracy in our primarily republican political systems. The greatest challenge we now 

face is how to transform those systems in ways that allow us to tap citizens’ full, 

democratic, problem-solving potential.”  

Matt Leighninger is Vice President of Public Engagement & Direc-

tor of the Yankelovich Center for Public Judgement at Public 

Agenda. 

Previously, Matt was the Executive Director of the Deliberative 

Democracy Consortium (DDC), an alliance of major organiza-

tions (including Public Agenda) and leading scholars working in 

the field of deliberation and public participation. The DDC repre-

sents more than 50 foundations, nonprofit organizations, and uni-

versities, collaborating to support research activities and ad-

vance democratic practice, in North America and around the 

world. 

Over the last twenty years, Matt has worked with public participa-

tion efforts in over 100 communities, in 40 states and four Cana-

dian provinces. Matt serves on the boards of e-democracy.org, 

the International Association for Public Participation (IAP2USA), 

The Democracy Imperative, and the Participatory Budgeting Pro-

ject, and is a Senior Associate for Everyday Democracy.  

 

Public Participation for  

21st Century Democracy 

 

RSVP 
kquinney@csusm.edu 

http://www.publicagenda.org/
http://www.publicagenda.org/
http://www.csusm.edu/community/civiclearning/americandemocracyproject.html
http://www.sddn.org/
http://www.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1118688406.html
http://www.csusm.edu/community/
https://csusanmarcos.wufoo.com/forms/q1vw4akm01h2sl6/
http://www.lwvncsd.org/

